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Editorial
Following a frank and constructive series of negotiations, the Editors and Publisher have reached
a mutually satisfactory agreement on the future of TOPOLOGY.
The role in mathematics of top-quality journals is changing. Our agreement aims to build on
TOPOLOGY's long tradition of excellence: we shall publish mathematics of the very highest quality
while at the same time increasing the impact of the journal by making it available to a wider
audience, in an enhanced format, and at a signi"cantly lower cost. Our new arrangements will also
signi"cantly reduce delays between submission and publication.
Many mathematicians now "nd it advantageous to access the contemporary literature by
electronic means. Nevertheless, the permanence of the print archive retains a compelling appeal.
We shall therefore o!er our subscribers the option of receiving immediate electronic access to
TOPOLOGY while delaying receipt of the printed journal until the year's end. Under this new model,
subscription costs will be reduced in three stages, amounting to an overall reduction of 50 percent
by the year 2003. Elsevier will treat the introduction of this new model as a multi-year experiment
and monitor the impact that it has on the number of subscriptions and on the usage of the on-line
edition.
During the next two years the number of pages in each volume will be increased, at no cost to the
subscriber, in order to reduce the delay between acceptance and publication to a minimum.
Thereafter the journal will return to its former size.
These new arrangements re#ect the special status of TOPOLOGY both within the mathematical
community and within Elsevier Science. They are designed to create an environment in which the
Editors and Publisher, with the support of the mathematical community, can realise their ambition
to guarantee TOPOLOGY's future as a journal of the highest quality and signi"cance.
Please contact your librarian and inform them about our new subscription model. This option is
available immediately to everyone with a direct subscription to TOPOLOGY. Detailed information
on how to subscribe can be found on the web page of the journal (http://www.elsevier.com/
locate/top) under Bibliographic and Ordering Information.
The Editors
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